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DIRECTIONS
This is a test of your writing skills. You will have thirty (30) minutes to write an
essay in English. Before you begin planning and writing your essay, read the
writing prompt carefully to understand exactly what you are being asked to do.
Your essay will be evaluated on the evidence it provides of your ability to
express judgments by taking a position on the issue in the writing prompt; to
maintain a focus on the topic throughout the essay; to develop a position by
using logical reasoning and by supporting your ideas; to organize ideas in a
logical way; and to use language clearly and effectively according to the
conventions of standard written English.
You may use the unlined pages in this test booklet to plan your essay. These
pages will not be scored. You must write your essay in pencil on the lined pages
in the answer folder. Your writing on those lined pages will be scored. You may
not need all the lined pages, but to ensure you have enough room to finish, do
NOT skip lines. You may write corrections or additions neatly between the lines
of your essay, but do NOT write in the margins of the lined pages. Illegible
essays cannot be scored, so you must write (or print) clearly.
If you finish before time is called, you may review your work. Lay your pencil
down immediately when time is called.
DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOK UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.
© 2004 by ACT, Inc. All rights reserved.
NOTE: This booklet is covered by Federal copyright laws that prohibit the
reproduction of the test questions without the express, written permission of ACT, Inc.
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ACT Assessment Writing Test Prompt
In some high schools, many teachers and parents
have encouraged the school to adopt a dress code
that sets guidelines for what students can wear in
the school building. Some teachers and parents
support a dress code because they think it will
improve the learning environment in the school.
Other teachers and parents do not support a dress
code because they think it restricts the individual
student’s freedom of expression. In your opinion,
should high schools adopt dress codes for
students?
In your essay, take a position on this question. You
may write about either one of the two points of
view given, or you may present a different point of
view on this question. Use specific reasons and
examples to support your position.

Note
• Your actual test booklet will have blank space for you to plan your
essay. For this practice test, you can use scratch paper.
• You may wish to remove pages 75–78 to respond to this Writing
Test prompt.
• When you have finished, read pages 66–72 for information and
instructions on scoring your practice essay.
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